
Page for Prayer
Heavenly Father,

you have welcomed us into your
kingdom and your hearts’ desire is to
draw every human being to yourself.
Grant us clear eyes to see people as
you see them, sensitive feet to stand

in their shoes, and warm smiles to
welcome them into your name.

Give us generous hearts that our
church becomes a foretaste of

heaven where every soul you send us
finds their loving home in the

community of your Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ, Amen.

Those we are praying for
Rev'd Father Robert Britton, Wynn Evans, Jan Thomas, Derek Lucas,                          
Paul, Elaine Mason, Olive, Jules Brown, Caroline Rowley, Pat Holloway Far, Gerald, Ray 
Woodruff, Susan Smith, Malcolm Holbrook, Paul Trimwell and Renee Nicholls.

Please keep Amy updated as to who needs prayer. We commit to praying for 
one month unless otherwise advised.

Priest-in-Charge of Benefice Rev. Jordan Ling 0117 3304953
Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev. Nicola Callen 0117 9658833

East Bristol Partnership Office 

T: 0117 9586412 E: eastbristol.org@gmail.com

Sunday 20th May

Our Collect Prayer for this week – Pentecost

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your children with the 
gift of faith, revive your Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

What’s happening this morning?

St Michael’s Church 9.00am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Callen
St Ambrose Church 9.30am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Coleman
St Aidan’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Canon Trevor Denley
St John’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Laura Faturoti leading, Rev. Jordan 

Ling presiding and Zoe Stroud  
preaching

Readings this    
week

Acts 2.1-21; Ezek 37.1-14; John 15.26-27;

Readings next    
week

Isa 6.1-8; Rom 8.12-17; John 3.1-17;



‘Reaching Out to Welcome In’
www.staidanbristol.co.uk
Sunday Service 10.30am

Special notices
St Aidan’s PCC. The PCC will next meet on Monday 28th May at 7.30pm

Regular weekly events 

Sundays - 1st in 
month

MESSY CHURCH 9.45am - 11am in the  
Church Hall

Sundays –
Fortnightly

DEAF CHURCH 3pm

Tuesdays EVENING PRAYER 7pm in the Lady Chapel
Wednesdays MESSY CHURCH 3.30pm at Air Balloon                     

Primary School
Thursdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in the Lady Chapel
Thursdays COFFEE & CHAT 10am - 12pm in the Café   

area of Church

Holiday Bible Club 2018. This will run from Wednesday 25th July through to Saturday 29th July. 
Booking forms will be available from Monday 4th June. Spaces limited!

Riding Lights Roughshod. They are five young actors who have been wowing audiences with 
their innovative sketches. They mix comedy, storytelling, spoken word and personal experience to 
help uncover the truth in an anxious world of mixed messages. On Saturday 9th June at 7.30 pm 
they are performing at St Mary’s Church, Bitton, BS30 6LJ. If you would like to see them, phone 
the Box Office on 0117 9326898. Tickets are £10 for adults and £7 for 12 – 18 year-olds.

Supporting Safeguarding. The Bishop of Swindon, the Rt Revd Lee Rayfield invites you to be 
part of Supporting Safeguarding, a Service to recognise the centrality of safeguarding in the 
Church and in the Community.  The Service will take place at Christ Church, Swindon on Monday 
18th June at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend.

Further ahead
Benefice week of Prayer. This will take place from 18th to 24th June and more details will 
follow shortly. Please join in wherever you can in praying for our Benefice and all who live 
in our Parishes to be touched by and know the love of God in their lives.

Worcester Cathedral. The Benefice Outing this year will be a trip to Worcester Cathedral 
on Saturday 23rd June to finish off the Benefice week. The coach will leave St John’s at 
10.30am picking up at St Michael’s and St Aidan’s shortly after. The cost of the coach will 
be £10 per person. We will stay for Evening Prayer at the Cathedral starting at 5.30pm and 
will return via a pub on the way home for food/drinks. If you would like to book your place 
for St John’s contact Joan Seville, for St Aidan’s contact Sue Crowder or place your name 
on the sign-up sheet and for St Michael’s contact Jackie Elliott. Friends are very welcome 
also. 

Deanery Confirmation Service. This will take place on Tuesday 26th June 7.30pm at St 
John’s Church. Anyone wanting to explore the possibility of confirmation please speak to 
Jordan. 

Bible Society. Brings The Greatest Story Ever Toured. Saturday 30th June. Redland                
Parish Church - 7.30pm. For one night only we’ll be journeying through the Bible, in this 
Goliath of a show, with Paul Kerensa, stand-up comedian and script writer and Dr Andrew 
Ollerton, creator of The Bible Course. They will explain how key events, books and                     
characters fit together you’ll get to see the big picture while discovering how the Bible                   
applies to your life. Tickets £6.00.

Giving to God. In 2018 there won’t be any Parish Share seminars across the Diocese of 
Bristol. To replace these seminars, seven Giving to God workshops between June and 
September will provide inspiring teaching and discussion on Christian generosity, and                  
update parishes on the impact and ongoing challenge of Parish Share. These workshops 
aim to explore what it means to give to God both as churches and individuals, and help you 
to discover new initiatives to support you in this. They will particularly benefit parish officers 
and clergy, but are also open to congregation members.  Book your place by visiting 
www.bristol.anglican.org/giving-events or call Clare Fussell or Kirsty Cox on  906 0100.

www.staidanbristol.co.uk
www.bristol.anglican.org/giving


Special notices and upcoming events for all
There is now a calendar on the notice board in each Church detailing what is                     
happening across the EBP this month.

Data Protection. The law concerning Data Protection is changing and new rules come into force 
from 25th May 2018. Your privacy is important to us, and we want to communicate with church 
members in a way which has their consent, and which is in line with UK law on data protec-
tion. As a result of the change in UK law, we now need your consent to how we contact you. 
There are consent forms available for each church in the benefice – please make sure you sign 
one before 25th May. If you want to have a form emailed to you please contact Amy on                          
eastbristol.org@gmail.com.

2018 Joint EBP Christmas Charity Appeal. The EBP, in addition to any Giving each Church 
makes to various charities, would like to do a joint enterprise in handing out a rucksack full of gifts 
to the various homeless people in the local communities. It is important the things we give are 
new, to show the homeless people they are valued. We would buy rucksacks and fill them with 
essential things like hats, gloves, scarves, thermal socks, toothpaste and toothbrushes, energy 
bars and possibly a warm coat. The plan would be for each Church to nominate a member to                 
coordinate the collection of these items over the coming months to be dispersed on St Nicholas 
day. We would make an appeal every month up until mid-November, requesting the various items 
required to go into the rucksacks. We also understand that maybe some people would much                  
prefer to give money, so the larger items could be purchased and we would also like to have a 
collection tin in each church for this purpose. Any surplus items could be given directly to a local 
homeless charity such as the Julian Trust so nothing donated would go to waste. If you are                         
interested in being the coordinator for your church, perhaps you would speak to Jordan or let Amy 
in the office know and we can get a collection box and details out to you for promoting this to your 
congregations. Many thanks. Liz Welling, EBP Chair.

This week
Choral Evensong. Choral Evensong for Pentecost is this evening starting at 6.30pm at St Mary’s 
Church. Everyone is welcome!

Taize Service. This next takes place this evening 6.30pm at All Saints Church. Everyone is very 
welcome!

Walking Cricket. Launching on Tuesday 22nd May 11.30am to 12.30pm at The Brightside 
Ground, Nevil Road, Bristol. Free for anyone over the age of 55. Contact Zoe Stroud for more info 
on 07488 298538.

MovingOn. A moving on training morning will be held on Wednesday 23rd May 8.30am until 
12.30pm at Fishponds Baptist Church. The morning will consist off five workshops, delegates will 
be able to attend two of these. They are Employment, Recovery & Addiction, Mentoring, Manag-
ing risk and becoming a Church Hub. The event is free, to book a place visit Eventbrite or for 
more information email alisonp@sixty-one.org.

This month
Placement Students. We welcome 2 placement students Tom and Matt during the first 2 weeks 
of June. Please make them feel welcome.

‘Serving the Community Worshipping God’
www.stjohnsfishponds.com

Sunday Service 10.30am
Special notices
Real Bread. During the Service today real bread will be used.

Sending off Service. The Service today will be the last Sunday for many of our students 
from Trinity College. There will be coffee and cake after the Service. Everyone is very 
welcome.

St John’s PCC. The PCC will next meet on Monday 11th June at 7.30pm.

Regular weekly events  

Regular monthly events  

Tuesdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in Church

Tuesdays COFFEE & CRAFT 10am - 11.30am in Church
Thursdays HOLY COMMUNION  

followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Saturdays BIBLE STUDY 10am in Church

Sundays - 1st in    
month

HOLY COMMUNION 8am in Church

Sundays - 2nd in    
month

RELEASE SERVICE 7pm in Church

Mondays - 1st in  
month

MENS GROUP 8pm in Church

www.stjohnsfishponds.com


St Michael’s Church
‘Serving the Community of Two Mile Hill’

Sunday Service 9am
Special notices
Baptism Preparation Session. The next Session planned for this afternoon starting at 
4pm at St Michaels’s Church has been cancelled.

Regular weekly events  

St Ambrose and St Leonard’s Church
‘At the heart of the Community’

Sunday Service 9.30am
Regular weekly events

Fridays COFFEE AFTERNOON 2pm - 4pm in Church
Saturdays COFFEE MORNING 10am - 12pm in Church

Wednesdays - 1st and 
3rd in month

HOLY COMMUNION

With prayers for                
Healing

10am in Church

Wednesdays - last in 
month

FRIENDS AND                 
NEIGHBOURS GROUP

2pm - 4pm in Church hall

Wednesdays HOLY COMMUNION 
followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Tuesdays - 1st in 
month

HEALING                        
EUCHARIST

7pm in Church

Thought for this week by Rev. Chris Beaumont
Introduction to the Book of John

How do you summarise such a complex book? John is obviously one of the                   
gospels, the books we have that tell us about Jesus, who he was and what he 
did. The other three gospels have quite a bit of crossover between them, leading 
most scholars to assume that one of them was used as a basis for the other two. 
John is the odd gospel out so to speak. It is unique in it’s perspective and                        
portrayal of Jesus. 

Matthew and Luke to some extent focus on Jesus lineage, tracing it back to King 
David, and ultimately to Abraham and Adam. They’re concerned about fixing him 
into an earthly reality and a historical context. John on the other hand is keen to 
emphasise the divine nature of Jesus. He starts by using a Greek philosophical 
concept of “Logos” – the word, a concept of purity and divinity, and then anchors 
that concept in the person of Jesus Christ i.e. “the Word became flesh”.

If we look at the first chapter of John, most commonly read out at Christmas time, 
John outlays all that he’s trying to communicate in the narrative that follows. The 
Word, Jesus, is God, he’s the son of God, and he existed before all creation, and 
he was responsible for all of creation. He is life to all things, and light amidst the 
darkness. Just in the first 5 verses of chapter 1 is enough truth to last a lifetime of 
contemplation. John’s telling us that all of creation revolves around Jesus. Just 
think about it, the vastness of the universe is here because of Jesus. And he was 
there when it sprang into being, because he made it happen.

Secondly we read that God in the person of Jesus, is not just a distant God who 
set creation going and then walked away. He is a God who cares about each of 
us, and draws close to us to offer hope, light, and forgiveness. God draws close 
to us, so that we can be in relationship with him. He longs for us to know Him and 
to love Him. Jesus comes into the world to make God visible in His fullest                          
revelation to us. “If you want to know what God is like look at Jesus” is what John 
is saying.

And so throughout the rest of the book, we get a picture of God in human form. 
His character and nature is demonstrated in the following pages. We see 10                     
miracles to attest to his deity, we read of great teaching to get a glimpse of God’s 
ways, we read of his interaction with others to get a sense of his compassion. The 
Gospel of John is ultimately a book that say’s “Here is God in human form. Get to 
know Him so that you may believe in Him.”

John 20.30 - 31 - Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his                       
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.


