
Giving to God. In 2018 there won’t be any Parish Share seminars across the Diocese of Bristol. 
To replace these seminars, seven Giving to God workshops between June and September will 
provide inspiring teaching and discussion on Christian generosity, and update parishes on the 
impact and ongoing challenge of Parish Share. These workshops aim to explore what it means 
to give to God both as churches and individuals, and help you to discover new initiatives to                
support you in this. They will particularly benefit parish officers and clergy, but are also open to 
congregation members.  Book your place by visiting www.bristol.anglican.org/giving-events or 
call Clare Fussell or Kirsty Cox on  906 0100.

Page for Prayer
Prayer of an African Christian

God,
enlarge my heart

that it may be big enough
to receive the greatness of your love.

Stretch my heart
that it may take into it

all those around the world
who, with me, believe in Jesus Christ.

Stretch it
that it may take into it

all those who are not lovely in my eyes,
and whose hands I do not want to touch;

through Jesus Christ, my saviour.

Those we are praying for
Rev'd Father Robert Britton, Wynn Evans, Jan Thomas, Derek Lucas,                          
Paul, Elaine Mason, Olive, Caroline Rowley, Pat Holloway Far, Gerald, Ray Woodruff,     
Susan Smith, Malcolm Holbrook, Renee Nicholls and Michelle Weeks.

Please keep Amy updated as to who needs prayer. We commit to praying 
for one month unless otherwise advised.

Priest-in-Charge of Benefice Rev. Jordan Ling 0117 3304953

Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev. Nicola Callen 0117 9658833

East Bristol Partnership Office 

T: 0117 9586412 E: eastbristol.org@gmail.com

Sunday 3rd June

Our Collect Prayer for this week – The First Sunday after Trinity

God of truth, help us to keep your law of love and to walk in ways of wisdom, that we 
may find true life in Jesus Christ your Son

What’s happening this morning?

St Michael’s Church 9.00am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Callen
St Ambrose Church 9.30am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Coleman
St Aidan’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Jordan Ling leading and             

presiding and Rev. Canon                            
Trevor Denley preaching

St John’s Church 10.30am Worship for   
All

Iola Davies and Rev. Nicola Callen

Readings this  
week

1 Sam 3.1-10; 2 Cor 4.5-12; Mark 2.23-3.6;

congregation members.  Book your place by visiting www.bristol.anglican.org/giving


‘Reaching Out to Welcome In’
www.staidanbristol.co.uk
Sunday Service 10.30am

Special notices
Benefice Week. As part of the Benefice Week St Aidan’s will hold a Compline on 
Tuesday 19th June at 7.30pm and a Morning of Prayer on Thursday 21st June from 
9am until 12pm. Please join in praying for our Benefice and all who live in our                  
Parishes to be touched by and know the love of God in their lives.

Regular weekly events 

Sundays - 1st in 
month

MESSY CHURCH 9.45am - 11am in the 
Church Hall

Sundays –
Fortnightly

DEAF CHURCH 3pm

Tuesdays EVENING PRAYER 7pm in the Lady    
Chapel

Wednesdays MESSY CHURCH 3.30pm at Air Balloon 

Thursdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in the Lady  
Chapel

Thursdays COFFEE & CHAT 10am - 12pm in the  
Café area of Church

Benefice Week. Please join in wherever you can in praying for our Benefice and all who live in 
our Parishes to be touched by and know the love of God in their lives.

Tues 19th June Morning of Prayer at St John’s   9am - 12pm

Compline at St Aidan’s 7.30pm

Wed 20th June Communion followed by morning 

of Prayer at St Michael’s 10am - 12pm

Thurs 21st June Morning of Prayer at St Aidan’s 9am - 12pm

Fri 22nd June Cream teas at St Michaels’s 2pm - 4pm

Sat 23rd June Trip to Worcester Cathedral All day

Sun 24th June Benefice Service at St John’s 

followed by a BBQ at the Vicarage 10.30am

Worcester Cathedral. The Benefice Outing this year will be a trip to Worcester Cathedral on 
Saturday 23rd June to finish off the Benefice week. The coach will leave St John’s at 10.30am 
picking up at St Michael’s and St Aidan’s shortly after. The cost of the coach will be £10 per                
person. We will stay for Evening Prayer at the Cathedral starting at 5.30pm and will return via                   
a pub on the way home for food/drinks. If you would like to book your place for St John’s contact 
Joan Seville, for St Aidan’s contact Sue Crowder or place your name on the sign-up sheet and 
for St Michael’s contact Jackie Elliott. Friends are very welcome also. 

Further ahead
Deanery Confirmation Service. This will take place on Tuesday 26th June 7.30pm at St John’s 
Church. Anyone wanting to explore the possibility of confirmation please speak to Jordan. 

EBP Tabletop sale. The East Bristol Partnership is holding a joint fund raising event on                         
Saturday 30th June at St Johns Church 9.00am to 11.30m This is to raise much needed funds 
for the admin post for the Partnership. If all churches could run a table that would be really                  
helpful. Churches can sell whatever they want for example, household goods, books, toys etc       
or they can run a tombola or game stall. If you could please contact Liz Welling or the                              
Partnership office and let us know if you are able to run or man a stall. If you require more                      
information then please get in touch. Also if anyone from your Churches would like to book a 
pitch for themselves the cost is £5 and we will be setting up from 8am.

Bible Society. Brings The Greatest Story Ever Toured. Saturday 30th June. Redland Parish 
Church - 7.30pm. For one night only we’ll be journeying through the Bible, in this Goliath of a 
show, with Paul Kerensa, stand-up comedian and script writer and Dr Andrew Ollerton, creator of 
The Bible Course. They will explain how key events, books and characters fit together you’ll get 
to see the big picture while discovering how the Bible applies to your life. Tickets £6.00.

www.staidanbristol.co.uk


Special notices and upcoming events for all
There is now a calendar on the notice board in each Church detailing what is happening 
across the EBP this month.

Data Protection. The law concerning Data Protection is changing and new rules have now come 
into force. Your privacy is important to us, and we want to communicate with church members in a 
way which has their consent, and which is in line with UK law on data protection. As a result of 
the change in UK law, we now need your consent to how we contact you. If you are no longer              
receiving this newsletter by email consent has not been provided. If you would like a form emailed 
to you please contact Amy on eastbristol.org@gmail.com.

2018 Joint EBP Christmas Charity Appeal. The EBP, in addition to any Giving each Church 
makes to various charities, would like to do a joint enterprise in handing out a rucksack full of gifts 
to the various homeless people in the local communities. It is important the things we give are 
new, to show the homeless people they are valued. We would buy rucksacks and fill them with 
essential things like hats, gloves, scarves, thermal socks, toothpaste and toothbrushes, energy 
bars and possibly a warm coat. The plan would be for each Church to nominate a member to                    
coordinate the collection of these items over the coming months to be dispersed on St Nicholas 
day. We would make an appeal every month up until mid-November, requesting the various items 
required to go into the rucksacks. We also understand that maybe some people would much                 
prefer to give money, so the larger items could be purchased and we would also like to have a 
collection tin in each church for this purpose. Any surplus items could be given directly to a local 
homeless charity such as the Julian Trust so nothing donated would go to waste. If you are                              
interested in being the coordinator for your church, perhaps you would speak to Jordan or let Amy 
in the office know and we can get a collection box and details out to you for promoting this to your 
congregations. Many thanks. Liz Welling, EBP Chair.

This week
Placement Students. We welcome 2 placement students Tom and Matt during the first 2 weeks 
of June. Please make them feel welcome.

Holiday Bible Club 2018. This will run from Wednesday 25th July through to Saturday 29th July. 
Booking forms will be available from Monday 4th June. Spaces limited.

Riding Lights Roughshod. They are five young actors who have been wowing audiences with 
their innovative sketches. They mix comedy, storytelling, spoken word and personal experience to 
help uncover the truth in an anxious world of mixed messages. On Saturday 9th June at 7.30 pm 
they are performing at St Mary’s Church, Bitton, BS30 6LJ. If you would like to see them, phone 
the Box Office on 0117 9326898. Tickets are £10 for adults and £7 for 12 – 18 year-olds.

This month
Supporting Safeguarding. The Bishop of Swindon, the Rt Revd Lee Rayfield invites you to be 
part of Supporting Safeguarding, a Service to recognise the centrality of safeguarding in the 
Church and in the Community.  The Service will take place at Christ Church, Swindon on Monday 
18th June at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend.

‘Serving the Community Worshipping God’
www.stjohnsfishponds.com

Sunday Service 10.30am
Special notices
Mary Hawkins. Sadly Mary Hawkins has passed away. We remember her and her family 
in our prayers.

RELEASE Service. The next RELEASE takes place on Sunday 10th June starting at 
7pm. Everyone welcome!

St John’s PCC. The PCC will next meet on Monday 11th June at 7.30pm.

Benefice Week. As part of the Benefice Week St John’s will hold a Morning of Prayer on 
Tuesday 19th June from 9am until 12pm. Please join in praying for our Benefice and all 
who live in our Parishes to be touched by and know the love of God in their lives. The 
week will finish with a Benefice Service at St John’s. 

EBP Tabletop Sale. Saturday 30th June 9am until 11.30am at St John’s Church. Pitches 
are £5, booking essential.

Regular weekly events  

Regular monthly events  

Tuesdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in Church

Tuesdays COFFEE & CRAFT 10am - 11.30am in Church
Thursdays HOLY COMMUNION 

followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Saturdays BIBLE STUDY 10am in Church

Sundays - 1st in   
month

HOLY COMMUNION 8am in Church

Sundays - 2nd in   
month

RELEASE SERVICE 7pm in Church

Mondays - 1st in   
month

MENS GROUP 8pm in Church

www.stjohnsfishponds.com


St Michael’s Church
‘Serving the Community of Two Mile Hill’

Sunday Service 9am
Special notices
Benefice Week. As part of the Benefice Week St Michael’s will hold a Communion followed 
by a Morning of Prayer on Wednesday 20th June from 10am until 12pm and Cream teas on 
Friday 22nd June from 2pm  until 4pm. Please join in praying for our Benefice and all who 
live in our Parishes to be touched by and know the love of God in their lives.

Regular weekly events  

St Ambrose and St Leonard’s Church
‘At the heart of the Community’

Sunday Service 9.30am
Special notices
Summer Fayre. St Ambrose and St Leonard Summer Fayre will take place on Saturday 9th

June from 11am until 2.30pm. Everyone is very welcome!

Regular weekly events

Fridays COFFEE                         2pm - 4pm in Church

Saturdays COFFEE MORNING 10am - 12pm in Church

Wednesdays - 1st and 
3rd in month

HOLY COMMUNION

With prayers for                
Healing

10am in Church

Wednesdays - last in  
month

FRIENDS AND                  
NEIGHBOURS GROUP

2pm - 4pm in Church hall

Wednesdays HOLY COMMUNION 
followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Tuesdays - 1st in  
month

HEALING                            
EUCHARIST

7pm in Church

Thought for this week by Rob Towler
Jude – Mercy, Peace and Love

When we go on holiday we often find ourselves visiting historical sites such as castles and walled towns 
or cities. Not far from us we have Chepstow, Cardiff and Warwick castles. One day I’d like to visit the 
Great Wall of China - it was built about 2000 years ago and is about 13,000 miles long. Like all castles 
and fortresses its purpose was to protect and defend against invasion.

In a similar way Jude writes to remind the church of the need for constant vigilance, to keep strong in the 
faith and defend against heresy. Key verse (3): “Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you 
about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once 
for all entrusted to God’s holy people.”

Jude introduces himself as a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James. Most commentators agree 
that Jude and James are two of the four brothers of Jesus mentioned in Mark 6:3. James later became 
leader of the Church in Jerusalem (Gal. 1:19).

This is a punchy letter written in about AD 65, to Christians everywhere. There are only 25 verses (so I 
need to be careful not to write more words than Jude did!).

The main section of the letter highlights the attitude and destructive behaviour of the false teachers. From 
the first century the church has been threatened by heresy and false teaching, and Jude is addressing               
a situation where false teachers have slipped in, or wormed their way into, the church. Jude wanted to  
expose their teaching because he thought it perverted the gospel and they denied Jesus as Lord.                    
Moreover, Jude accuses them of rejecting authority, slandering celestial beings and abusing the Lord’s 
Supper – they are “shepherds who feed only themselves” (v12).  He says they are grumblers and fault-
finders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own                 
advantage. It could be that these false teachers thought that as Christians they could do what they want 
without any consequences.

Jude emphasises that those who behave in this manner are destined to come to a sticky end – pointing to 
the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah among other examples. Jude uses strong picture language from the Old 
Testament and other documents that his readers would know well to make his case against these                               
individuals. He describes them as murders like Cain, they would do anything for money like Balaam and 
they are rebels against God like Korah. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn 
trees, without fruit and uprooted – twice dead.

While his condemnation of the false teachers is severe, in the latter part of the letter Jude strongly                       
encourages the believers to persevere in their faith. He reminds them that the apostles foretold that there 
would be scoffers in the last days who would seek to divide the church. He encourages the believers to 
build themselves up in their faith, pray in the Holy Spirit and keep themselves in God’s love. They are to 
show mercy to those who doubt and persevere in their evangelism.

Finally Jude ends by praising God and reminding the believers that Jesus is able to keep us from                     
stumbling or falling in our faith and will present us (to God) without fault and with great joy.

Jude reminds us of the importance of knowing the essentials of our faith, and encourages us to defend all 
that we believe to be good; standing up for truth. We can do this is a positive way through prayer, showing 
mercy, sharing our faith, encouraging others, working to build up our fellowships and opposing injustice.  
In all these things the Holy Spirit is our advocate or helper. 

As we seek to live out our faith in our homes, communities and beyond, may we be given more and more 
of God’s mercy, peace and love (v2).

Have a blessed week, Regards Rob


