
Special notices and upcoming events for all
Regular events. Many of the regular events do not take place in August. Please check with your 
Church. 

This week
EBP Car boot / Tabletop Sale. The next EBP Car boot / Tabletop Sale to raise funds for the                
admin post will take place on Saturday 18th August from 9am at St John’s Church / car park. 
Please can each Church run a table. Pitches cost £5.00, to book please call Anne Laurence on 
0117 9671784.

Further ahead
Coffee morning. St Mary’s are holding a Coffee Morning on Saturday 8th September in the Parish 
Room from 10.30pm to 12.30pm. There will also be books and cakes for sale. Everyone is very 
welcome!

Visiting Choir. St Mary’s Church will hold a Visiting Choir Concert on Saturday 8th September 
6pm. Everyone is very welcome!

CAP Course. A new CAP Course will be running at St John’s Church for 3 weeks starting                   
Tuesday 11th September at 7.30pm. If interested please contact Anne Laurence on 9671784.

Social Justice Network event. Slavery past and present: What does justice look like?                            
September 12, 2018, 6.30pm, Bristol Cathedral. Panel discussion with Alastair Redfern, Bishop of 
Derby and Church of England lead on modern slavery. For more info visit https://bristol-
cathedral.co.uk/social-justice/social-justice-network/

Zoe Stroud licensing. On Saturday 22nd September Zoe is being licensed as a Lay Minister at 
Bristol Cathedral.  The service is at 10.30am and everyone is welcome. If you are intending to 
come could you please let Amy in the Partnership Office know or let Zoe know directly on                       
zoestroud@outlook.com by 31st August as we need to confirm numbers. This will be followed by 
a celebration after at St John’s from 1pm onwards. Please confirm if you are planning to                    
attend either / or. Many thanks.

EBP Joint Service followed by EBP AGM. Sunday 30th September 10.15am at St Ambrose 
Church. The Service will be followed by the EBP AGM. Please come along and support both.

Those we are praying for
Rev'd Father Robert Britton, Wynn Evans, Jan Thomas, Derek Lucas,  Paul, Elaine Mason,                   
Caroline Rowley, Pat Holloway Far, Gerald, Ray Woodruff, Susan Smith, Malcolm Holbrook, 
Renee Nicholls, Michelle Weeks and Jada Harris.

Please keep Amy updated as to who needs prayer. We commit to praying for one 
month unless otherwise advised.

Priest-in-Charge of Benefice Rev. Jordan Ling 0117 3304953
Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev. Nicola Callen 0117 9658833

East Bristol Partnership Office

T: 0117 9586412 E: eastbristol.org@gmail.com

Sunday 12th August

Our Collect Prayer for this week – The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

God of glory, the end of our searching, help us to lay aside all that prevents us from                     
seeking your kingdom, and to give all that we have to gain the pearl beyond all price, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ.

What’s happening this morning?

St Michael’s Church 9.00am Eucharist Rev. Canon Stephen Purvis
St Ambrose Church 9.30am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Callen
St Aidan’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Canon Paul Denyer
St John’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Derek Clacey

Readings this 
week

2 Sam. 18.5-9; 
15; 31-33;

Eph. 4.25-5.2; John 6.35; 41-51;



‘Reaching Out to Welcome In’

Special notices
St. Aidan's Rainbows. The Rainbows are looking to recruit leaders and helpers, please contact 
Janet Gleeson on janet.gleeson5@gmail.com.

St Aidan’s PCC. The next PCC meeting scheduled for Monday 24th September will be postponed 
and will take place on Monday 22nd October. 

‘Serving the Community Worshipping God’

Special notices
Job Opportunity. St John’s is seeking a dynamic, strategic and experienced children’s, youth 
and families worker. For further information or to have an informal chat please contact Revd Chris 
Beaumont on 0117 9697441 or email revdchrisbeaumont@gmail.com. Closing date for                              
applications: Friday 7th Sept 2018.  Interviews: Saturday 6th Oct 2018. There is a genuine                         
occupational requirement for the post holder to be a Christian. For more information also see St 
John’s website or facebook page. Please pass this onto anyone who you think might be                               
interested.

RELEASE. There will be no RELEASE Service this evening.

Standing Committee. The Standing Committee will next meet on Monday 13th August at 7.30pm.

EBP Car boot / Tabletop Sale. The next EBP Car boot / Tabletop Sale to raise funds for the                    
admin post will take place on Saturday 18th August from 9am at St John’s Church / car park. 
Pitches cost £5.00, to book please call Anne Laurence on 0117 9671784.

St Michael’s Church
‘Serving the Community of Two Mile Hill’

Special notices
Cream tea. On Sunday 19th August from 2-4pm Jackie will be serving cream teas and cakes at 
her home at 15 Honey Hill Road in Kingswood and would love you to come along. There will be 
books and jigsaws on sale and a tombola, all proceeds will go to GOSH, the support group that 
she runs for Oesophageal and Stomach cancer patients. Do call in and support this good cause -
we would love to see you and hopefully the sun will shine and you can enjoy the garden!

Thought for the week by Rev. Canon Stephen Purvis
“Chickens coming home to roost”

The Book of Obadiah

If you have visited Petra in Jordan, south-east of Israel and the 
Dead Sea, you have visited the land of the Edomites, known in 
Biblical times as Edom.   Genesis 25 verse 29 onwards tells us of 
Esau surrendering his birthright [inheritance] in exchange for a 
bowl of soup – “red stuff”. The word “red” was similar to the word 
“edom” and as a result Esau came to known also as “Edom”. By 
the time we reach Genesis 36 the land in which Jacob’s and 
Esau’s people’s lived could not sustain them all; so Esau and his 
people moved out lock, stock, and barrel to live in the                            
mountainous area, which was to become the land of Edom. The 
area was high on a plateau above a sheer rock cliff and was                  
considered to be virtually impregnable! During the great exodus 
from Egypt after a particularly gruelling time, the Edomites refused 
to allow the Israelites to pass through their country despite the 
fact that they were closely related. [Numbers 20 verse 18]. By the 

time of Obadiah the Edomites were totally out of favour in God’s eyes according to Malachi                          
[1 verse 2 onwards] whilst Israel was really favoured by God.   

Obadiah wrote his very short book some time after the fall of Jerusalem in 586/7 B.C., which was 
also the start of Israel’s exile in Babylon.The Edomites rejoiced at Israel’s defeat by Babylon and 
took advantage by assisting their oppressors and looting Jerusalem.There was no love lost                       
between Jacob’s descendants, the Israelites, and Esau’s descendants, the Edomites !!!   This just 
rubbed salt into the wounds.Obadiah prophesies that God will punish Edom [verses 1-14] and                    
ultimately God will see Israel restored and victorious on Mount Zion [verses 15-21]; whilst the 
Edomites will be destroyed. In other words “the chickens will come home to roost”!

In the 5th Century B.C. the Arabs conquered Edom; and later in the 3rd Century B.C. the                           
Nabataeans conquered the country, and built the rock city of Petra in present day Jordan. Some 
Edomites settled in southern Judah. King Herod, ruler at the time of Jesus’ birth, was one of their 
descendants. By the end of the 1st Century A.D. the Edomites had disappeared from the map                  
forever.

Read the whole book – it is a single chapter – not much longer than this article !!!    The soured       
relationships between the Israelites and the Edomites began with a famished Esau trading his                   
inheritance for a bowl of soup. The division between the two brothers festered over several                      
centuries until the eventual demise of Edomites by the time of the Early Church.   

How do we see God working through history in all generations including our own?   

How important is it for us to take Jesus’ teaching seriously about forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
love?   

How easy is it for a simple domestic situation to lead to interminable suffering and pain for so 
many people over so many generations?

How amazing that one man’s death on a cross has the potential to break the stranglehold of such 
sin and its consequences in subsequent generations!


