
Special notices and upcoming events for all
Regular events. Many of the regular events do not take place in August. Please check 
with your Church. 

Further ahead
Coffee morning. St Mary’s are holding a Coffee Morning on Saturday 8th September in 
the Parish Room from 10.30pm to 12.30pm. There will also be books and cakes for 
sale. Everyone is very welcome!

Visiting Choir. St Mary’s Church will hold a Visiting Choir Concert on Saturday 8th

September 6pm. Everyone is very welcome!

CAP Course. A new CAP Course will be running at St John’s Church for 3 weeks starting                   
Tuesday 11th September at 7.30pm. If interested please contact Anne Laurence on 9671784.

Social Justice Network event. Slavery past and present: What does justice look like? 
September 12, 2018, 6.30pm, Bristol Cathedral. Panel discussion with Alastair Redfern, 
Bishop of Derby and Church of England lead on modern slavery. For more info visit https://
bristol-cathedral.co.uk/social-justice/social-justice-network/

Zoe Stroud licensing. On Saturday 22nd September Zoe is being licensed as a Lay Minister at 
Bristol Cathedral.  The service is at 10.30am and everyone is welcome. If you are intending to 
come could you please let Amy in the Partnership Office know or let Zoe know directly on                       
zoestroud@outlook.com by 31st August as we need to confirm numbers. This will be followed by 
a celebration after at St John’s from 1pm onwards. Please confirm if you are planning to                    
attend either / or. Many thanks.

EBP Joint Service followed by EBP AGM. Sunday 30th September 10.15am at St                     
Ambrose Church. The Service will be followed by the EBP AGM. Please come along and 
support both.

Those we are praying for
Rev'd Father Robert Britton, Wynn Evans, Jan Thomas, Derek Lucas,                          
Paul, Elaine Mason, Caroline Rowley, Pat Holloway Far, Gerald, Ray Woodruff, Susan 
Smith, Malcolm Holbrook, Renee Nicholls, Michelle Weeks and Jada Harris.

Please keep Amy updated as to who needs prayer. We commit to praying for 
one month unless otherwise advised.

Priest-in-Charge of Benefice Rev. Jordan Ling 0117 3304953
Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev. Nicola Callen 0117 9658833

East Bristol Partnership Office

T: 0117 9586412 E: eastbristol.org@gmail.com

Sunday 19th August

Our Collect Prayer for this week – The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

God of constant mercy, who sent your Son to save us: remind us of your goodness,                            
increase your grace within us, that our thankfulness may grow, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.

What’s happening this morning?

St Michael’s Church 9.00am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Callen
St Ambrose Church 9.30am Eucharist Rev. Canon Paul Denyer
St Aidan’s Church 10.30am Lay-led                           

Service
Rev. Dr Mark Critchlow co-ordinating 
and preaching

St John’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Callen

Readings this 
week

2 Kgs. 2.10-12; 
3.3-14;

Eph. 5.15-20; John 6.51-58;



‘Reaching Out to Welcome In’

Special notices
St. Aidan's Rainbows. The Rainbows are looking to recruit leaders and helpers, please 
contact Janet Gleeson on janet.gleeson5@gmail.com.

St Aidan’s PCC. The next PCC meeting scheduled for Monday 24th September will be 
postponed and will take place on Monday 22nd October. 

‘Serving the Community Worshipping God’

Special notices
Job Opportunity. St John’s is seeking a dynamic, strategic and experienced children’s, 
youth and families worker. For further information or to have an informal chat please                     
contact Revd Chris Beaumont on 0117 9697441 or email revdchrisbeaumont@gmail.com. 
Closing date for applications: Friday 7th Sept 2018. Interviews: Saturday 6th Oct 2018.  
There is a genuine occupational requirement for the post holder to be a Christian. For 
more information also see St John’s website or facebook page. Please pass this onto                   
anyone who you think might be interested.

St Michael’s Church
‘Serving the Community of Two Mile Hill’

Special notices
Cream tea. This afternoon from 2-4pm Jackie will be serving cream teas and cakes at her 
home at 15 Honey Hill Road in Kingswood and would love you to come along. There will 
be books and jigsaws on sale and a tombola, and all proceeds will go to GOSH (Bristol), 
the support group that she runs for Oesophageal and Stomach cancer patients. Do call in 
and support this good cause - we would love to see you and hopefully the sun will shine 
and you can enjoy the garden!

Thought for the week by Rev. Dr Mark Critchlow
Thoughts on Micah (and Poldark)

I am seated at a window, watching small sailing boats                      
criss-crossing a bay… and my mind drifts to Poldark. In 
recent weeks the popular Sunday evening television                    
programme has traced the ups and downs of human                        
experience (two centuries ago) against a stunning                     
backdrop of the Cornish coastline: brave men are trapped 
in flooding mines, young people find that the course of 
true love never runs smooth, bullies burn down a smithy, 
and the poor are constantly struggling to cope with rising 
cost of bread. Among a host of lesser characters are the 
blunt but honest house-help, Prudie; a truly selfless doctor 
(and his less selfless wife); and yes, you’ve guessed it… a 
disgraceful vicar! But lurking behind all the goings-on is 
the constant feud between the mean local lord of the man-
or, Warleggan, and his rival, our hero, Captain Ross                 

Poldark, who (every Sunday evening) gallops along the cliff-tops to right wrongs and to 
defend the poor. Thus, anaesthetised against the bleak reality of Monday morning, we 
can go to bed with the hope that goodness will prevail! 

It is a mighty leap from Poldark to the Old Testament book of Micah – but the theme of                     
justice is common to both. Born in Israel around two and a half thousand years ago,                    
Micah grew up to love and honour God and his ways. Understanding that God loves                   
justice, and horrified that Israel had slipped far from God’s standards, Micah bravely                  
exposed the wrongdoings of powerful people who ‘plan iniquity’ and ‘plot evil’, who ‘covet 
fields and seize them, and houses, and take them’ and who ‘defraud people of their homes’ 
and ‘rob them of their inheritance’ (Micah 2. 1-2). The ordinary people were being – in today’s 
parlance – fleeced (3. 1-3) and cheated (6. 10-12). Indignant against these injustices, Micah 
prophesied that there would be consequences: foreign powers would  invade and would take 
the choicest of Israel’s next generation into exile (1. 16); those who remained would experi-
ence dark times (3.6); Jerusalem would become ‘a heap of rubble’ (3. 12). This is precisely 
what happened. Declaring these grim prophecies brought   Micah no satisfaction; he would 
‘weep and wail… howl like a jackal and moan like an owl’ (1. 8). But here’s something very 
important: Micah did not lose hope in God! On the contrary, he declared, ‘I watch in hope for 
the Lord, I wait for God my Saviour; my God will hear me (7. 7).

And that is what happened. Micah waited and, with unfailing love, God responded.                         
Several hundred years later, God gave the greatest sign of his commitment to us: he sent  
Jesus to show us how we might know God and enjoy his love for ever. And – amazingly –
Micah had already dimly perceived that this would happen… that from the little town of                    
Bethlehem would come ‘one who will be ruler over Israel’ (5.2).  

Confident in God’s love, let us play our part in sharing it with others. If you’re like me, with 
ageing limbs, you may not wish to gallop, Poldark-like, into action, but there is certainly a 
part for each of us to play!


