
Special notices and upcoming events for all
Regular events. Many of the regular events do not take place in August. Please check 
with your Church. 

Further ahead
Coffee morning. St Mary’s are holding a Coffee Morning on Saturday 8th September in the          
Parish Room from 10.30pm to 12.30pm. There will also be books and cakes for sale. Everyone 
is very welcome!

Visiting Choir. St Mary’s Church will hold a Visiting Choir Concert on Saturday 8th September 
6pm. Everyone is very welcome!

CAP Course. A new CAP Course will be running at St John’s Church for 3 weeks starting   
Tuesday 11th September at 7.30pm. If interested please contact Anne Laurence on 9671784.

Social Justice Network event. Slavery past and present: What does justice look like?                        
September 12, 2018, 6.30pm, Bristol Cathedral. Panel discussion with Alastair Redfern, Bishop 
of Derby and Church of England lead on modern slavery. For more info visit https://bristol-
cathedral.co.uk/social-justice/social-justice-network/

Zoe Stroud licensing. On Saturday 22nd September Zoe is being licensed as a Lay Minister at 
Bristol Cathedral.  The service is at 10.30am and everyone is welcome. If you are intending to 
come could you please let Amy in the Partnership Office know or let Zoe know directly on                       
zoestroud@outlook.com by 31st August as we need to confirm numbers. This will be followed 
by a celebration after at St John’s from 1pm onwards. Please confirm if you are planning to                    
attend either / or. Many thanks.

EBP Joint Service followed by EBP AGM. Sunday 30th September 10.15am at St Ambrose 
Church. The Service will be followed by the EBP AGM. Please come along and support both.

Those we are praying for
Rev'd Father Robert Britton, Wynn Evans, Jan Thomas, Derek Lucas,                          
Paul, Elaine Mason, Caroline Rowley, Pat Holloway Far, Gerald, Ray Woodruff, Susan 
Smith, Malcolm Holbrook, Renee Nicholls, Michelle Weeks and Jada Harris.

Please keep Amy updated as to who needs prayer. We commit to praying for 
one month unless otherwise advised.

Priest-in-Charge of Benefice Rev. Jordan Ling 0117 3304953
Focal Minister for St Michael’s Rev. Nicola Callen 0117 9658833

East Bristol Partnership Office

T: 0117 9586412 E: eastbristol.org@gmail.com

Sunday 26th August

Our Collect Prayer for this week – The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

Almighty God, you search us and know us: may we rely on you in strength and rest on you 
in weakness, now and in all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

What’s happening this morning?

St Michael’s Church 9.00am Lay-led          
Service

Jim Elliott

St Ambrose Church 9.30am Eucharist Rev. Canon Stephen Purvis
St Aidan’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Canon Trevor Denley
St John’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Chris Beaumont

Readings this   1 Kgs. 8.22-30; Eph. 6.10-20; John 6.56-69;



‘Reaching Out to Welcome In’
Special notices
St Aidan’s PCC. The next PCC meeting scheduled for Monday 24th September will be 
postponed and will take place on Monday 22nd October. 

‘Serving the Community Worshipping God’
Special notices
Job Opportunity. St John’s is seeking a dynamic, strategic and experienced children’s, 
youth and families worker. For further information or to have an informal chat please  
contact Revd Chris Beaumont on 0117 9697441 or 
email revdchrisbeaumont@gmail.com. Closing date for applications: Friday 7th Sept 
2018. Interviews: Saturday 6th Oct 2018.  For more information also see St John’s                        
website or facebook page. Please pass this onto anyone who you think might be                                      
interested.

RELEASE. The next RELEASE Service is on Sunday 9th September at 7pm. Everyone is 
very welcome!

Real Bread. During the communion on Sunday 9th September real bread will be offered.

Standing Committee. St John’s Standing Committee will next meet on Monday 10th

September at 7.30pm.

St Michael’s Church
‘Serving the Community of Two Mile Hill’

Special notices
St Michael’s PCC. The PCC will next meet on Monday 10th September at 2pm.

Thought for the week by Rev. Canon Trevor Denley
Nahum

Hands up those who have read the book of Nahum, not too many I 
would hazard a guess. Well it is worth a read. 

The name “Nahum“ means comfort or consolation. A bit of a                         
misnomer really when you read his message to the Assyrians and the 
inhabitants of Nineveh .His book is a message of destruction for                   
Nineveh, and that would have been a message of consolation for the 
nations she had oppressed, especially Israel.

We know little about Nahum, early in his book we are told he was from Elkosh, but we 
don't know where that was because it is not mentioned anywhere else in the Bible

It is difficult to determine a specific date for Nahum's ministry, but we can assume that it 
was written before 612 BC simply because that is when Nineveh was destroyed and 
since Nahum is predicting the destruction of Nineveh that would be a safe assumption. 
We can also assume that it was written after 663 B.C. because Nahum compares the   
destruction of Nineveh with the destruction of No-amon or Thebes in Egypt which was 
destroyed in 663 B.C. Therefore Nahum probably wrote between 663 and 612 B.C. The 
book of Nahum is a Prophetic Oracle. He was raised up to preach God’s judgment for a 
second time to Nineveh. Jonah was the first about 120 years earlier, that time they                     
repented, albeit briefly. This time there was to be no second chance.

The purpose of his message was to pronounce the final warning and judgment upon                 
Nineveh, and he also addresses the rest of the Assyrian empire. They returned to                        
wickedness shortly after they repented back in Jonah’s day. They would neglect Nahum 
and his message at their peril for good reason.  Within fifty years, Nineveh would be     
completely decimated and utterly wiped from the face of the Earth.

Nahum preached during the reign of King Manesseh, one of the most evil kings in Judah’s 
long history.  J. Barton Payne suggests that Manasseh’s own great conversion took place 
late in his reign, around 648 BC, a mere half-dozen years before his death. That means                    
Nahum preached during the darkest period in Judah’s history, a time filled with idolatry of all 
kinds in a nation that had completely turned its back on God. The very sending of Nahum by 
God, into such a hopeless situation demonstrates his patience and overwhelming grace.

So what does this piece of history mean for us? No doubt we all have experienced darkness 
both within ourselves and in our world. Nahum lived in a dark time, a time in which the                    
faithful few must have wondered how long they would have to resist cultural and spiritual 
compromise. I am sure we too can sometimes feel the same.

Have you ever found your will to do what’s right weakening as you become discouraged with 
what you see in your life and in the world around you? The prophet Nahum reminds us of 
God’s active hand, working even in the darkest of times to bring justice and hope throughout 
the world. We are today’s prophets, we have good news to proclaim, let’s not be afraid to do 
so.


