
This month
Christian Aid Quiz. This will take place on Saturday 20th October 7pm at St Mary’s Church. 
Everyone is welcome to come along.

The Retreat Fellowship. This takes place on the weekend of 26th-28th October at Holland 
House, Cropthorne Pershore, Worcestershire. For more details please contact Keith Hulbert on 
07737 645957 or keith_hulbert@sky.com.

Further ahead
EBP Forum. The EBP Forum will next meet on Tuesday 6th November 7.00pm at All Saints 
Church. The meeting will start at the earlier time of 7pm as this time will be used to sort out the 
homeless collection of items. Everyone is very welcome to come and help sort through the items 
collected for the rucksacks and stay for the meeting afterwards. 

Quiet Day Retreat. This takes place on Saturday 17th November 9.30am-4.30pm at the Marist 
Sisters Retreat Centre, Nymptsfield, Gloucestershire with Rev. Ray Brazier. Telephone 01793 
772417 interested. Cost is £16 per person for the day.

Page for Prayer
A Prayer from Panama:

Loving God, I offer myself to you.
May my mind think of you,

and my eyes see the needs of others.
May my ears hear the cries of the world

and my voice speak of you.
May my hands work for your reign

and my feet walk on your path.
May my life be used in your service

and my heart love you more than anything else.
May the joy of the Lord be my strength to serve him

all the days of my life.

Those we are praying for
Rev'd Father Robert Britton, Wynn Evans, Derek Lucas, Paul, Elaine Mason, Caroline 
Rowley, Pat Holloway Far, Gerald, Ray Woodruff, Susan Smith, Malcolm Holbrook, Renee 
Nicholls, Michelle Weeks Rob Carstairs and Carly Hicks.

Please keep Amy updated as to who needs prayer. We commit to praying for one 
month unless otherwise advised.

Sunday 7th October

Our Collect Prayer for this week – The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity

Faithful Lord, whose steadfast love never ceases and whose mercies never come to                     
an end: grant us the grace to trust you and to receive the gifts of your love, new every 

morning, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

What’s happening this morning?

St Michael’s Church 9.00am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Callen
St Ambrose Church 9.30am Harvest             

Festival
Rev. Nicola Coleman

St Aidan’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Canon Trevor Denley leading 
and presiding and Sheila McKay  
preaching

St John’s Church 10.30am Worship for 
All

Rev. Jordan Ling, Rev. Chris               
Beaumont, Dave Higham and                  
Pauline Lovering

Readings this 
week

Gen 2. 18-24; Heb 1. 1-4;                    
2. 5-12;

Mark 10. 2-16;

Readings next 
week

Amos 5. 6-7,                 
10-15;

Heb 4. 12-16; Mark 10. 17-31;



‘Reaching Out to Welcome In’
www.staidanbristol.co.uk
Sunday Service 10.30am

Special notices
Arts at St Aidan’s. The next event is Silent Film Night with Donald Mackenzie on Satur-
day 13th October at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. For more details please see the poster in 
events for all. 

St Aidan’s PCC. The PCC will next meet on Monday 22nd October at 7.30pm. 

Regular weekly events 

Sundays - 1st in 
month

MESSY CHURCH 9am - 10.15am in the 
Church 

Sundays – DEAF CHURCH 3pm

Tuesdays EVENING PRAYER 7pm in the Lady   

Wednesdays MESSY CHURCH 3.30pm at Air Balloon  
Primary School

Thursdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in the Lady  
Chapel

Thursdays COFFEE & CHAT 10am - 12pm in the  
Café area of Church

Special notices and upcoming events for all
A return to community! Hello everyone, we are back form sabbatical and once again would like 
to say a big thank you for supporting us in letting us go and have time for rest and refreshment. 
We have had some amazing experiences and I have had time to reflect and pray, and I come 
back with joy at being with you all again. It has been wonderful to have 3 months refreshment but 
it also came at the cost of not being with our community - AND THAT IS ALL OF YOU! Community 
is a wonderful gift God gives us in church. It enables us to experience God through the relation-
ships we have with one another, as we are all wonderfully and fearfully made in his image. As I 
meet up with you all again please do share with me all that has been happening in your lives and 
in Church. Through sabbatical I have continued to hold you all in prayer and I look forward to               
being able to pray for what is important in your life now. A big thank you to all who have held the 
ministry of our Benefice churches over the last 3 months, thank you for your time and for sharing 
your gifts with our community, you have been brilliant. Rev. Jordan Ling. 

A Prayer for our encounters and experiences in community.…

May our conversations be significant,
May our meetings be blessed,

May our paths cross the path of others who love you.
May our paths cross the path of others who don’t know you.

May our touch be your touch of infinite gentleness,
May our words be your words of wisdom
May our eyes see with your compassion

Amen

This week
The Fishponds Big Sing! Concert Dates are on Friday 12th October at St. Mary’s 7.30pm 
and Saturday 13th October at All Saints 7.30pm. Tickets are £4 for adults and £1 for                         
children under 13 years. Tickets available on the door.

www.staidanbristol.co.uk


Thought for the week by Rev. Canon Paul Denyer

Malachi

I remember my training incumbent sounding off about 
people who offered pieces of carpet and no longer    
wanted pianos to the Church. Why should the house of 
God become a repository for cast-offs? Well, he would 
have found favour with the prophet   Malachi!

Malachi was writing in the 5th Century. The Hebrews had 
returned to Jerusalem from their exile in Babylon. The 
temple was rebuilt. Just when things seemed on the                  
up-and-up, standards were  slipping. Priests were                    
sacrificing diseased and mutilated animals for sacrifice. 
‘A curse on the cheat who pays his vows by sacrificing a 
damaged victim to the Lord, though he has a sound ram 
in his flock!’ Worship was  becoming perfunctory and  

insincere: ‘A son honours his father; a slave goes in fear of its master. If I am a father, 
where is the honour due to me? If I am a master, where is the fear due to me?’ Men were 
divorcing their wives to take up with women who were not of the faith. Prosperity and                    
security were not producing increased devotion and respect. Just the opposite. The people 
are resting on their laurels; everything is slack.

Yahweh is provoked by this behaviour. Be assured, says Malachi, He will take remedial  
action. “Suddenly the Lord whom you seek will come into His Temple…Who can endure 
the day of His coming?...The day comes, glowing like a furnace; all the arrogant and the 
evildoers shall be chaff…The Lord is a refiner’s fire”.

Malachi has warnings for us too. We likewise seem to be living in relatively affluent and   
secure times. We likewise can become complacent. A recent article about mission in the 
Church Times suggested that if mission to others was to be effective, it required, in the first 
place, greater discipline in our own practice. Did we come to Church every Sunday? Did 
we make our service to God our first priority or were we too easily distracted by other                     
options? If friends and family saw how important our religious observance was to us, that 
might make them sit up and take notice. Malachi was asking the same kind of question and 
presenting the same kind of challenge. 

In the end, despite his censorious tone, Malachi is firm in the belief (as we are) that,                        
despite all our shortcomings and weakness, God loves us. Malachi prophecies ‘The sun of 
righteousness shall arise with healings in his wings’.

It is interesting to note that Malachi (the last book in the Old Testament) ends with a curse, 
whilst Matthew (the first book of the New Testament) begins with the birth of the Son of 
righteousness. God is faithful, even when we are not.

‘Serving the Community Worshipping God’
www.stjohnsfishponds.com

Sunday Service 10.30am
Special notices
Pews. We have agreement that we can now remove the pews that are around the edges 
of Church. If anyone would like to buy a pew the small ones are being sold for £200 each. 
The longer ones are cheaper. If interested please see Anne. 

St John’s PCC. The PCC will next meet on Monday 8th October at 7.30pm.

RELEASE. The next RELEASE Service will take place on Sunday 14th October starting at 
7pm. Everyone is very welcome! 

Regular weekly events  

Regular monthly events  

Tuesdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in Church

Tuesdays COFFEE & CRAFT 10am - 11.30am in Church
Thursdays HOLY COMMUNION 

followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Saturdays BIBLE STUDY 10am in Church

Sundays - 1st in   
month

HOLY COMMUNION 8am in Church

Sundays - 2nd in   
month

RELEASE SERVICE 7pm in Church

Mondays - 1st in   
month

MENS GROUP 8pm in Church

www.stjohnsfishponds.com


St Michael’s Church
‘Serving the Community of Two Mile Hill’

Sunday Service 9am

Special notices
Beetle Drive. St Michael’s will hold a Beetle Drive on Saturday 17th November starting at 
7pm in the Church Hall. More details will follow, please save the date in your diaries.

Regular weekly events  

Fridays COFFEE                     
AFTERNOON

2pm - 4pm in Church

Saturdays COFFEE MORNING 10am - 12pm in Church

Wednesdays - 1st and 
3rd in month

HOLY COMMUNION

With prayers for  
Healing

10am in Church

Wednesdays - last in 
month

FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBOURS 
GROUP

2pm - 4pm in Church hall

St Ambrose and St Leonard’s Church
‘At the heart of the Community’

Sunday Service 9.30am
Special notices
Harvest Festival. St Ambrose and St Leonard’s Harvest Service is today which will be 
followed with a Ploughman’s Brunch. Everyone is welcome to stay.

Afternoon Tea. On Sunday 14th October from 2pm until 6pm in the Beehive Centre Af-
ternoon Tea and entertainment with Frankie Johns is being held to raise money for De-
mentia Care UK.  £5 per ticket. All are welcome. Please see Liz for tickets.

All Souls Day. The All Souls Day Service will take place on Thursday 1st November 
starting at 7pm. Everyone is very welcome!

Autumn Fayre. The Autumn Fayre is on Saturday 10th November. Please save the date 
- more details will follow.

Remembrance Sunday. This takes place on Sunday 11th November with the Service 
starting at 10am rather than 9.30am. Everyone is welcome.

St Ambrose and St Leonard PCC. The PCC will next meet on Tuesday 20th November 
at 7.15pm.

Regular weekly events

Wednesdays HOLY COMMUNION 
followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Tuesdays - 1st in 
month

HEALING                      
EUCHARIST

7pm in Church


