
Further ahead
EBP Joint Service. The next Joint Partnership Service is on Sunday 30th December 
10.15am at St John’s Church. Please come along and support this.

Page for Prayer

A Prayer from Singapore :

O God,
keep our churches faithful in bearing witness                                                                          

to your great love for all humanity.
Deliver us from intolerance and all that hinder others from seeking you.

Bless our country and guide our political leaders                                                                     
so that their fruit may abound

and the interest of the people is served.
Grant grace to our priests, pastors and ministers                                                              

so that they may be diligent in the study of your Word                                                      
and in the discharge of the work they have been called.

Amen.

Those we are praying for
Rev'd Father Robert Britton, Wynn Evans, Derek Lucas, Paul, Elaine Mason, Caroline 
Rowley, Pat Holloway Far, Susan Smith, Malcolm Holbrook, Renee Nicholls, Rob 
Carstairs, Carly Hicks, Pat Turpin, Andrew Wiltshire and Brian.

Please keep Amy updated as to who needs prayer. We commit to praying 
for one month unless otherwise advised.

Priest-in-Charge of Benefice Rev. Jordan Ling 0117 3304953

Focal Minister for St Michael’s
Priest-in- Charge of St Ambrose
and St Leonard

Rev. Nicola Callen

Rev. Nicola Coleman

0117 9658833

0117 9556678
East Bristol Partnership Office

T: 0117 9586412 E: eastbristol.org@gmail.com

Sunday 25th November

Our Collect Prayer for this week – Christ the King

God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King and to follow in his service, whose 
kingdom has no end; for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory.

What’s happening this morning?

St Michael’s Church 9.00am Lay-led              
Service

Rev. Nicola Callen

St Ambrose Church 9.30am Eucharist Rev. Nicola Coleman
St Aidan’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Dr Mark Critchlow leading and 

Rev. Canon Stephen Purvis presiding 
& preaching

St John’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Jordan Ling leading and                           
presiding and Erin Gilmour preaching

Readings this 
week

Dan 7. 9-10,   13
-14

Rev 1. 4b-8; John 18. 33-37;

Readings next 
week

Jer 33. 14-16; 1 Thess 3.                            
9-end;

Luke 21. 25-36;



‘Reaching Out to Welcome In’
www.staidanbristol.co.uk
Sunday Service 10.30am

Special notices
St Aidan’s PCC. The PCC will next meet on Monday 26th November at 7.30pm.

Arts at St Aidan’s. On Tuesday 4th December Bristol East and Kingswood Brass Band 
will be performing a concert at St Aidan’s. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets 
£8 (£7 for concessions) pay on the door.

Christingle and Toy Service. St Aidan’s Christingle and Toy Service will take place on 
Sunday 9th December at 10.30am. 

Carols in the Precinct. Carol singing in Kingsway Precinct. Friday 21st December at 
7pm, lasting for 30-40 minutes, with a collection being taken to help towards the work of 
the Methodist Homeless Centre. Everyone welcome!

Regular weekly events 

Sundays - 1st in   
month

MESSY CHURCH 9am - 10.15am in the Church 

Sundays –
Fortnightly

DEAF CHURCH 3pm

Tuesdays EVENING PRAYER 7pm in the Lady Chapel
Wednesdays MESSY CHURCH 3.30pm at Air Balloon Primary 

School
Thursdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in the Lady Chapel
Thursdays COFFEE & CHAT 10am - 12pm in the Café area of 

Church

Special notices and upcoming events for all
Homeless collection. Just some of our rucksacks packed and ready to be distributed to                     
Bristol’s homeless. Many thanks to everyone for all you help and donations.

New Curate. We are pleased to announce that Mary Hotchkiss will be starting her Curacy in 
June 2019 in the benefice of St. Aidan, St. John and St Michael and across the wider EBP. 
Please pray for her and her husband and 3 children as they prepare for their move and join our 
church communities.

This week
Who killed the Vicar? I have written a psychological thriller! The idea is we start rehearsals                  
after Easter next year with a view to performing it at Saint Aidan’s in October 2019. There will be 
a run-through this afternoon at Saint Aidan’s (BS5 8TZ) at 4 pm. Do come along to find out if 
you’d like to take part. My number is 07539 356222. Paul Denyer

Choral Evensong.  This evening 6.30pm at St Mary’s Church with special music for Christ the 
King and St Cecilia. Everyone is very welcome!

Sing 4 Xmas. Join St John’s Christmas Carol Service choir. Starting Tuesday 20th November for 
4 weeks with the Carol Service on Sunday 16th December at 6.30pm. Everyone is very welcome!

This month

www.staidanbristol.co.uk


Thought for the week by Rev. Jordan Ling 
Hosea

Have you ever had a friend or a family member who seemed 
to repeatedly behave in an utterly selfish manner? Someone 
who mattered to you who seemingly pushes the boundaries 
of acceptable relations? I imagine we have all, at some time 
in our lives experienced someone who fits this. It can be 
mindboggling and painful to try to make sense of why they act 
in such a self centered way and even more challenging and 
often painful to forgive and to continue to love them and act 
with them in the way we know we are called to love others.

This is the same story Hosea writes about. He was a prophet to Israel in a time not                    
dissimilar to our own; the rich were getting richer and oppressing those poorer than them. 
Much of the society around Hosea were ignoring the commandments given by God to 
Love and honour God, to care for the widow (ie. Those poorer in society) and the                         
oppressed. 

In the narrative of Hosea, God asks Hosea to marry a woman named Gomer who was 
likely to betray her marital vows and be unfaithful and indeed she was. Several times. 
Hosea seeks out his unfaithful wife and recommits to his marital vows, again and again. 
Through this we are given an insight into how God feels about his unfaithful people who 
appear to be living only for themselves.

If we return to our own experience of an unfaithful or selfish friend I imagine, like me, 
there have been times when your patience or commitment to the relationship has worn 
thin or become non-existent. For Hosea his commitment to his wife never wanes despite 
how costly the relationship is. And so it is with God and his love for us and for all people. 
We stumble and fall in our commitment to God, we even adopt a somewhat selfish                           
understanding believing God is akin to a fairy God mother, there to grant our wishes, and 
sometimes we don’t bother with God at all. But God is always faithful to us, though it 
pains him, and I imagine God wanders if we his children will ever live as he hopes we 
will, he returns to us again and again and invites us to recommit.

“The lord said to me ‘Go show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by                      
another and is an adultress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn                    
to other Gods” V3:1

Our faithfulness or otherwise, our selfishness, our waning love for God never makes God 
reach a point where he says ‘enough’ he loves us with an unwavering love. He hopes 
that we might turn to him fresh every morning but even when we don’t, the book of Hosea 
encourages us to remember, we are loved.

‘Serving the Community Worshipping God’

www.stjohnsfishponds.com

Sunday Service 10.30am

Special notices
Sidespersons. There will be a short meeting for the sidespersons after the service this morning.

Christingle. This afternoon 4pm with tea / coffee and mince pies. This will be my last Christingle, 
I am resigning my post as Children’s Society Parish Secretary as of 1st January 2019 after 56 
years. Please try and make it a good Service. Do come along and bring your friends. Aunty Joan. 

Christmas Craft Fair. St John’s Christmas Fair is planned for Saturday 1st December and will 
run from 10am until 1pm. Please bring any thing for the fair this Sunday if possible. Looking for 
toiletries, books, bottles, raffle prizes. No bric a brac this time. Can you make or bring cakes for 
the fair? If so please bring on Saturday morning. Many thanks, Anne. Also the men’s group will 
once again be running the bottle stall and would be very grateful for any donations of bottles. 

Toy Service. St John’s Toy Service will take place on Sunday 2nd December.

Uniformed Organisations Carol Service. This will take place on Monday 3rd December 6.30pm 
at St John’s Church. Everyone is very welcome!

Standing Committee. The next meeting of the Standing Committee is Mon 10th Dec at 7.30pm.

Regular weekly events  

Regular monthly events  

Tuesdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in Church

Tuesdays COFFEE & CRAFT 10am - 11.30am in Church
Thursdays HOLY COMMUNION

followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Saturdays BIBLE STUDY 10am in Church

Sundays - 1st in  
month

HOLY COMMUNION 8am in Church

Sundays - 2nd in  
month

RELEASE SERVICE 7pm in Church

Mondays - 1st in  
month

MENS GROUP 8pm in Church

www.stjohnsfishponds.com


St Michael’s Church
‘Serving the Community of Two Mile Hill’

Sunday Service 9am
Special notices

Nibbles at Nic’s. On Saturday 22nd December from 3pm until 6.30pm Rev. Nicola Callen 
will be having festive nibbles at her house. Donations will be welcome in aid St Michael’s 
boiler fund. Everyone is very welcome!

Regular weekly events  

Fridays COFFEE                                
AFTERNOON

2pm - 4pm in Church

Saturdays COFFEE MORNING 10am - 12pm in Church

Wednesdays - 1st and 
3rd in month

HOLY COMMUNION

With prayers for 
Healing

10am in Church

Wednesdays - last in 
month

FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBOURS 

2pm - 4pm in Church hall

St Ambrose and St Leonard’s 
Church

‘At the heart of the Community’

Sunday Service 9.30am

Special notices
Nativity Play. On Sunday 16th December at 9.30am a Nativity Play will 
take place during the Service. Everyone is very welcome!

Christian Aid Carol Service. Sunday 16th December starting at 4pm. 
Please come along and support this.

Regular weekly events

Wednesdays HOLY COMMUNION 
followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Tuesdays - 1st in 
month

HEALING                                 
EUCHARIST

7pm in Church


