
Project Linus. On Saturday 19th January there is a workshop being organised by Project Linus at 
All Saints Church. Project Linus is not focused on fundraising, our volunteers mainly make                       
patchwork quilts, which they donate to the project. Other volunteers place the quilts, with                           
disadvantaged children in the UK. Anyone who is interested in learning how to do patchwork and 
quilting is welcome to come along. As materials are provided, numbers need to be known in                    
advance. If you would like to sign up there are some booking forms at the back of each Church or 
contact Janet Purvis on 07956522719 or linusworkshop@gmail.com.

Page for Prayer

Advent prayer for the second Sunday of Advent
God our Father,

you spoke to the prophets of old
of a Saviour who would bring peace.

You helped them to spread the joyful message of his coming kingdom.
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share with those around us

the good news of your power and love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,

the light who is coming into the world. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, light of the world,

the prophets said you would bring peace 

and save your people in trouble.
Give peace in our hearts at Christmas 

and show all the world God’s love. 

Amen

Those we are praying for
Rev'd Father Robert Britton, Wynn Evans, Derek Lucas, Paul, Elaine Mason, Caroline 
Rowley, Pat Holloway Far, Susan Smith, Malcolm Holbrook, Renee Nicholls, Rob 
Carstairs, Carly Hicks, Pat Turpin, Andrew Wiltshire, Brian, Ruth and Sophie Redman.

Please keep Amy updated as to who needs prayer. We commit to praying 
for one month unless otherwise advised.

Priest-in-Charge of Benefice Rev. Jordan Ling 0117 3304953
Focal Minister for St Michael’s
Priest-in- Charge of St Ambrose
and St Leonard

Rev. Nicola Callen

Rev. Nicola Coleman

0117 9658833

0117 9556678
East Bristol Partnership Office

T: 0117 9586412 E: eastbristol.org@gmail.com

Sunday 9th December
Our Collect Prayer for this week – The Second Sunday of Advent

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again 
as judge and saviour we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God.

What’s happening this morning?

St Michael’s Church 9.00am Eucharist Rev. Paul Denyer
St Ambrose Church 9.30am Eucharist Rev. Canon Stephen Purvis
St Aidan’s Church 10.30am Christingle 

and Toy                
Service

Rev. Canon Trevor Denley

St John’s Church 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Paul Denyer

Readings this  
week

Mal 3. 1-4; Phil 1. 3-11; Luke 3. 1-6;

Readings next  
week

Zeph 3. 14-end; Phil 4. 4-7; Luke 3. 7-18;



‘Reaching Out to Welcome In’
www.staidanbristol.co.uk
Sunday Service 10.30am

Special notices
Candlelit Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. This will take place on Sunday 16th

December at 6.30pm. Everyone is very welcome to come along.

Carols in the Precinct. Carol singing in Kingsway Precinct. Friday 21st December at 
7pm, lasting for 30-40 minutes, with a collection being taken to help towards the work               
of the Methodist Homeless Centre. Everyone welcome!

Regular weekly events 

Sundays - 1st in 
month

MESSY CHURCH 9am - 10.15am in the 
Church 

Sundays –
Fortnightly

DEAF CHURCH 3pm

Tuesdays EVENING PRAYER 7pm in the Lady   
Chapel

Wednesdays MESSY CHURCH 3.30pm at Air Balloon 
Primary School

Thursdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in the Lady 
Chapel

Thursdays COFFEE & CHAT 10am - 12pm in the 
Café area of Church

Special notices and upcoming events for all
New Curate. We are pleased to announce that Mary Hotchkiss will be starting her Curacy in 
June 2019 in the benefice of St. Aidan, St. John and St Michael and across the wider EBP. 
Please pray for her and her husband and 3 children as they prepare for their move and join our 
church communities.

Rucksacks for the Homeless. On Wednesday evening a group of us from churches across the 
Partnership set out to give out the rucksacks. A few were given out locally but we took the                       
majority into town and handed them out around Broadmead and the Centre. It was a very                     
humbling experience – the people we spoke to were extremely grateful for the bags and seemed 
surprised that people were caring enough to give them anything. What is shocking is that in 2018 
there are people sleeping on the streets of our city. As one of them said to us, anyone could end 
up on the streets. One person who we spoke to was Ben who is only 18 and sleeping in a                        
doorway. He could be my son, or grandson, or yours. Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
the rucksacks in any way, however small your contribution helped. A big thank you to everyone 
who helped co-ordinate the collections and helped fill the rucksacks and a special thank you to 
those who came out on Wednesday evening. Having delivered the rucksacks we realised that 
there are things we could do better next year so watch this space as we may well be asking for 
contributions throughout 2019. 

This week
Christmas Concert. St Mary’s Church this evening starting at 7pm. Evensong will be brought 
forward to 6pm. £5 a ticket with funds going to MND Association. Everyone is very welcome

Grotto on the Lake. On Sunday 16th December All Saints Church will have a ‘Stable’ tent at this 
local community event run by Friends of Eastville Park. We will be offering activities between 
12pm and 3pm in The Stable! Please come and visit us.

Nativity Service. There will be a Nativity Service at All Saints Church on Sunday 16th December 
at 4.30pm. Everyone is very welcome!

This month
Carols in the Park. On Wednesday 19th December there will be Carols in Fishponds Park with 
the Salvation Army Brass Band. Everyone is welcome to come along.

Beer and Carols. On Wednesday 19th December at 7pm there will be Beer and Carols in The 
Spotted Cow Pub, Lodge Causeway. Everyone is very welcome to come along!

EBP Joint Service. The next Joint Partnership Service is on Sunday 30th December 10.15am at 
St John’s Church. Please come along and support this.

Further ahead
Epiphany Carols. Sunday 13th January 6.30pm at St Mary’s Church. Everyone is very 
welcome to come along!

www.staidanbristol.co.uk


Thought for the week by Rev. Jordan Ling 
Isaiah

I remember when I was training there was a staff member 
at the church I was based at who read a book of the bible 
EVERY EVENING before bed! In its entirety! Then when 
she finished she would just loop round and begin again! 
When I learnt this it was the book of Isaiah that sprang to 
mind for me as this is no small book with 66 chapters. It is a 
book we find ourselves reading in the lectionary during                 

advent because so many of the prophecies foretold about Jesus are written in 
Isaiah. It is a book with two halves; chapters 1-39 call God’s people to return to 
the ways of God they are no longer following. While chapters 40-66 are full of 
hope for the future. Of particular note are chapters 42 & 49 that refer to the                  
servant of God who will redeem his people. Chapter 53 speaks of this servant 
suffering and then being raised to glory which many attribute to mean Jesus.       
Isaiah is rich in words we will recognise because we have heard them all our 
Christian life;

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace” 9:6

“He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 
healed” 53:5

As a book written in a poetic style it is easily readable and a beautiful read at 
that. Written over a period of around 500 years it is unlikely to have been written 
by one person, more likely three individuals who carried on a prophetic ministry. 
Isaiah is a book often considered to bring comfort and if we were to be looking for 
a focus for advent and Christmas there are 30 days left until epiphany and two 
chapters a night would get you a long way through this great book. I feel this 
short reflection cannot do justice to its richness, I hope that we have begun                        
together and interest in Engaging with Isaiah’s words – attempting to understand 
what it must have meant to those original Jewish readers who knew nothing of 
Jesus as well as how deeply it blesses us now.

‘Serving the Community Worshipping God’
www.stjohnsfishponds.com

Sunday Service 10.30am
Special notices
Christmas Cards. The Church Christmas cards are at the back of church ready for delivery and it 
would be great to get as many delivered as possible this year. Please take any that you can                     
deliver – even if it is only for your own street – but let’s see if we can cover the whole parish this 
year.

RELEASE. The next RELEASE Service will take place this evening at 7pm. Everyone is very       
welcome.

Carols by Candlelight. This will take place on Sunday 16th December starting at 6.30pm.                          
Everyone is very welcome to come along.

Over 50’s Club. The Over 50’s club will not meet in Church on Monday 17th December but will 
instead meet for lunch at The Van Dyke Forum at 1.30pm. Everyone is very welcome!

Kneelers. As you have probably noticed there are a lot of surplus kneelers on the back pew. If 
anyone would like to have any of them please feel free to do so. Please check if there are any 
dedications on the back when deciding which ones to take. Thanks Anne.

From Christmas card to cosy bed. St John’s Action for the developing world invite you to place 
a Christmas card on the noticeboard at the back of church to all your friends, and put the money 
saved from not sending everyone a card into the night shelter donation box. Please help us reach 
our target of providing at least 20 night shelter beds this winter (@£17 a bed). THANK YOU

Regular weekly events  

Tuesdays MORNING PRAYER 9.15am in Church

Tuesdays COFFEE & CRAFT 10am - 11.30am in Church
Thursdays HOLY COMMUNION

followed by Coffee

10am in Church

Saturdays BIBLE STUDY 10am in Church

www.stjohnsfishponds.com


St Michael’s Church
‘Serving the Community of Two Mile Hill’

Sunday Service 9am
Special notices

Nibbles at Nic’s. On Saturday 22nd December from 3pm until 6.30pm Rev. Nicola Callen 
will be having festive nibbles at her house. Donations will be welcome in aid St Michael’s 
boiler fund. Everyone is very welcome. Please let Nicola or Pete know if you are planning 
to go. Thank you.

Carols by Candlelight. This will take place on Sunday 23rd December starting at 6pm. 
Everyone is very welcome to come along.

Regular weekly events  

Fridays COFFEE AFTERNOON 2pm - 4pm in Church
Saturdays COFFEE MORNING 10am - 12pm in Church

Wednesdays - 1st and 
3rd in month

HOLY COMMUNION

With prayers for               
Healing

10am in Church

Wednesdays - last in 
month

FRIENDS AND                  
NEIGHBOURS GROUP

2pm - 4pm in Church hall

St Ambrose and St Leonard’s Church
‘At the heart of the Community’

Sunday Service 9.30am

Special notices
Nativity Play. On Sunday 16th December at 9.30am a Nativity Play will take place during 
the Service. Everyone is very welcome!

Nine Lessons and Carols. This will take place on Sunday 23rd December at 9.30am. 
Everyone is very welcome to come along!

Regular weekly events

Wednesdays HOLY COMMUNION 10am in Church

Tuesdays - 1st in 
month

HEALING                             
EUCHARIST

7pm in Church


